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Veils and Vesper
An evening with the composer 

and preview of his ten-channel installation

About Veils and Vesper 

The Veils are electronic soundscapes that fill time and space with 
enveloping atmospheres of harmonic color.
In galleries and other installation settings, the three Veils (Falling Veil, 
Crossing Veil and Rising Veil) can be heard successively or simultaneously 
in the same space. When the Veils are installed together, the listener is 
able to create her own “mix” by moving through the space. This allows 
her to bask in the harmonic colors of each individual piece, or to take in 
the more oceanic whole.
The companion piece Vesper should be heard in its own separate 
listening space.
The Veils and Vesper are sculpted from long strands of pink noise rising 
or falling. Polyphonic choirs of these lines pass through three “harmonic 
prisms”—banks of filters tuned to prime number harmonics 11, 13, 17, 
19, 23, 29 and 31. Each choir sounds in an independent tempo. These 
tempos are related to one another by the same prime numbers as the 
tunings. Each of the Veils and Vesper takes 6 hours to complete one cycle.
The Veils encompass 10-octave range and a total of 90 polyphonic voices. 
(Falling Veil contains 35 voices, Crossing Veil contains 30 voices, and Rising 
Veil contains 25 voices.) Vesper encompasses a 4-octave range and 18 
polyphonic voices.
All the noise strands in a choir fall at a constant rate. But because the 
prisms are tuned to non-tempered modes, each harmonic interval is 
a different size. So as the noise floats through the prisms the unequal 
intervals cause the tones to emerge and recede in varied durations.
The resulting fields of sound fill the air with many tones sounding at 
any moment. But it’s often difficult to distinguish one tone from another. 
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They tend to meld together into rich, ambiguous sonorities in which the 
higher tones sound like harmonics of the lower tones. The timbres are clear 
and slightly breathy, like human voices mixed with bowed glass or metal.
To date Veils and Vesper have been installed in New York City, Amsterdam, 
Belgium, San Diego, Phoenix, Harvard and Wesleyan University.
 —John Luther Adams

About the Composer

John Luther Adams is a composer whose life and work are deeply rooted 
in the natural world. He was awarded the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for Music for 
his symphonic work Become Ocean. Inuksuit, his outdoor work for up to 99 
percussionists, is regularly performed all over the world.
A recipient of the Heinz Award for his contributions to raising environmental 
awareness, Mr. Adams has also been honored with the Nemmers Prize from 
Northwestern University “for melding the physical and musical worlds into a 
unique artistic vision that transcends stylistic boundaries.”
Born in 1953, Mr. Adams grew up in the South and in the suburbs of New 
York City. He studied composition with James Tenney at the California 
Institute of the Arts, where he was in the first graduating class in 1973. In the 
mid-1970s he became active in the campaign for the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act, and subsequently served as executive director of the 
Northern Alaska Environmental Center.
Mr. Adams has taught at Harvard University, the Oberlin Conservatory, 
Bennington College, and the University of Alaska. He has also served as 
composer-in-residence with the Anchorage Symphony, Anchorage Opera, 
Fairbanks Symphony, Arctic Chamber Orchestra, and the Alaska Public Radio 
Network.
The music of John Luther Adams is recorded on Cantaloupe, Cold Blue, New 
World, Mode, and New Albion, and his books are published by Wesleyan 
University Press.
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